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Measuring the effectiveness of the media and civil society awareness to

improve response and dealing with emergencies and disasters

(Survey study of Jeddah Province )

Bandar Abdullah Baraheem
Abstract:

No doubt media with its different means plays a vital role in our life, but there
is a failure that the media does not provide civil community with the culture,
awareness and information that are necessary to face disaster and emergency
and how to deal with the matter before, during and after disaster. Whereas the
civil community is the class firstly responding to emergency and disaster, this
study aims at measuring the efficiency of media and civil community awareness
in Jeddah province. To realize this objective, the study replies the following
questions (does the awareness media contribute to improving the level of the
civil community response, to react positively and efficiently with disaster and
emergency?).The researcher uses the survey descriptive methodology as it is
the most probable for this type of studies, in addition to using SPSS. The
sample involves (250) questionnaires (random sample is used).

The study reveals that the majority of respondents notice media failure ( in
terms of warning of the impact of emergency and disaster) is 72.8%, it means
the media contribution in providing the necessary information during
emergency and disaster is weak (35.6%), therefore this study in important in
shedding light on the importance of media role in raising the community
awareness and exerting the necessary efforts in order to have the high-level
efficiency, in addition to present media awareness programs about how to deal
with the emergency and disaster annually in order to avoid, as much as
possible, the casualties and property losses.
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