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recommended that the press institutions need to restructured by eliminating a
number of traditional jobs in the press sector, and to maintain only the multi-capacity
and multi-activity elements that can deal with high capabilities with different media
for the sake of reducing expenses on the backdrop of advertising decline and
reduction in advertising income. New advertising and marketing strategies need to
be built for the new integrated and interconnected media products that may be issued
by future media institutions.

The study also recommended that the press institutions should invest more funds in
preparing its infrastructures, in order to be able to integrate all forms of media in one
place, inasingle editing room, and the current press institutions need to know further
the capabilities the offered by the " media convergence " while converting from a
regular printed newspaper to a multimedia organization with various tasks.

Furthermore, the study recommended the rehabilitation of journalists and employees
associated with the press in the Bahraini press institutions, and preparing them for
the new forms of media, while the press institutions need to have conscious choice
of journalists, whether citizens or non-citizens, provided efficiency is available.

On the legislative sphere, the study recommended that the Law on Press, Printing
and Publishing No. (47) of the year 2002 needs to be reviewed radically to keep pace
with the current and future changes in the media sector in order to ensure the
continuation of the journalistic profession.

On the academic side, the study recommended that media departments in universities
in Bahrain should focus on graduating students who have comprehensive knowledge
In media, practices and skills so they can be more capable for working in the existing
and future media institutions that are looking for a " comprehensive journalist ", so
that it will gradually convert into more comprehensive in media production.
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The study discovered that the most important factors that impede the continued
publication of the Bahraini daily press in the future are: the decline in commercial
advertisements by (97.0%), the rise of other means in a faster and easier way by
(91.7%), followed by the expansion in youth category in the society and its
association with technology by a relative importance of (91.1%).

The study found that the social media came at the forefront of the most competitive
media for the currently Bahraini printed newspapers by (94%), then the websites of
these newspapers (77%), followed by online news sites (72%). Adding to this, the
deteriorating economic conditions globally and locally have also prevented the
release of a new daily newspaper in Bahrain since 2008, and that the emergence of
competitive means that render printed newspapers not important and the weakness
of the advertising market, ranked second by two important elements in this regard.
The selected sample also found that the emergence of faster and easier means of
delivering press materials, decline in readers' concerns, expansion of young people
category in the society and their association with technology would be an
Impediment to the publication of printed daily newspapers in Bahrain.

The study also indicate that 54% of the sample expected that the Bahraini
newspapers will continue publishing daily newspapers in the coming years, while
the daily newspaper editors are uncertain about the period of during which the
newspapers will last, and they believe that such period may extend from five to a
maximum of twenty years.

According to the results of the study, social networks are expected to be the most
popular way for readers in Bahrain to receive news and opinions by (91%), followed
by digital sites (89%), news websites (73%) and then TV channels by (60%).

The study revealed that 90% of the respondents supported the press in terms of using
"media convergence" and that 63% of the respondents expressed their willingness to
leave writing in the printed media and switch to other media if the newspaper started
relying on such other media.

Pursuant to the foregoing conclusions, the study recommended that “press
organizations” need to convert into "media institutions” that provide all media arts:
printed and audio-visuals. In order to reduce expenses due to the decline in
advertising spending and low income from electronic advertising, It also
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Abstract

This study aims to identify the future of the printed daily press in the Kingdom of
Bahrain on the light of electronic media competition, and to finding out the views of
officials in the press institutions and employees in the Bahraini daily press for the
purpose of tackling the effects of such competition.

In order to solve the problem of the study, and where the institutions could reach in
future, the researcher has used the media convergence theory. The theory, which is
approaching the convergence of technology in its media platforms to the point of
integration, provides media messages in various forms, be it traditional or new
digital, under one roof and not in isolated or separate sections of the same institution.
This trend is one of the most important exits for press institutions in the near future
from the decline that is experienced by the printed press, so that press remains a
profession not a mean, that is present and effective in the media environment.

In order to identify the future aspects of the Bahraini daily printed press, the
researcher studied the journalistic reality through the journalists themselves by
taking a sample of 70 journalists, 30 journalistic writers and those working in
professions that are close to the press, such as public relations. In addition he
conducted 23 unofficial interviews with decision-makers and the top officials in the
Bahraini press institutions.

The study concluded with a number of results, the most prominent of which is that
the percentage of the reader's reliance on the printed local newspapers in obtaining
information was (91%). The local news were on the top of the sample's interest
(99%) as the most popular news item that attract readers. The study showed that the
journalist profession in the local daily printed newspapers in Bahrain has showed
that it is a significant profession in the community compared to the other media
means by (93%) and that the public's confidence in the daily printed press in Bahrain
is (93%).

Among the findings of the study is that the most common means for readers to
interact with the topics presented in the newspaper is social media issues by a relative
importance of (91.4%), followed by the digital website of the newspaper by
(75.9%).
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