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Abstract
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The problem of the study is represented in the fact that the free access of
information contributes to solving the problem of Scientific Research



Institutions. This is done by providing the information and the results of
international researches permanently and without any kinds of restrictions;
particularly, in the light of the financial crises that face many countries
including Sudan in which budgets are weakened, minds were brain-
drained, laboratories were emptied and sources of information became
scarce.

However despite these states of affairs, researchers reveal no interest to
have free access coupled with lack of encouragement from research
institutions to publish their studies online for free access and that these
institutions do not participate in the initiatives that call for the free access
to information.

The significance of the research resides in tackling the issue of free access
to information, which comes first in the list of the vital topics in
information science at the present time. The study’s importance also
resides in the fact that it takes its subject from the scientific research
population in the Sudan who are considered a distinctive class for their
active role in information production and the managing of scientific
development. Furthermore, the study’s importance can also been seen from
its investigation of the reasons that prevent users in benefiting from the
available free publications and lack of these institutions’ support to free
access to information as the most modern method of scientific
communication.
The study aims to:
1. Identify the free access of information.
2. Identify researchers’ position on the free access to information.
3. Get the attention of those who sponsor the scientific research institutions
in Sudan and researchers’ attention to the importance of free access to
sources of information.
4. ldentify the trends practiced by the scientific research institutions in
Sudan to free access to information

The study adopted the descriptive and analytical method as well as
the use the historical method through review of some historical aspects of
the subject of this study. In addition, the survey method was used for the
field or practical aspects in the studly.
The study’s data collection included a random sample that consisted of
field researchers, faculty members and graduate students in three of the
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scientific research institutions namely, National Research Center, Open
University of Sudan and the Institute of Public Health.
The most important findings were:

- The study confirmed the quality of the technical infrastructure that
enables the use of electronic information sources in general and with
free access in particular.

- The study pointed out that researchers did not satisfactorily perceive
the concept of free access to the information.

- The efforts of institutions in promoting free access need more support
and hard work.

- There was a consensus from all subjects to the importance of free
access to information.

The study recommended a number of aspects the most important were:

- Research institutions have to design a plan to the marketing of free
access to information.

- These research institutions have to establish archives and stores from
which researches and findings can be accessed.

- Establish a local body to persuades and calls for free access of
information

- Librarians should do their role in the free access to information



