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Title of the Study: ’

The Role of Media and Education Towards the Development of Arab Family:
A Model of Saudi Society |

The present study expounds the twin roles of media and education towards the development
of an Arab family. Also, it shows their respective contributions.

Importance of the Study: The importance of the present study stems from the specific roles
played by the media and the education on the family development in the Arab society. It is also
implicit in the endeavour to meet the challenge that poses to the formation of family from varied
social phenomena.

Problem of the Study: Both media and education represent decisive factors of social structure.
With the industrial development, the media and communicational resources have led to exercise,
direct and indirect, impact on the media functioning. The latter comprises three components
base, technique and contents. Also, this impact has brought tangible social changes. It is now
commonly observed that Arab families are spending their leisure and convenient time on watching
and listening T.V. programs. Also, they spend ample time on reading various cultures, informative

literature and ideas.

"School”, per se, represents a social organ. It is an essential constituent of general social structure.
It serves as a linking factor with other social systems. Through education, it seeks to facilitate the task
of its cooperative endeavours.

"Sociology" is another important phenomenon. It expounds on the practices of individual, family
and society. As such, it provides a working guide on mutual interactions with social human relations.
Media, training, education, culture and economy represent striking examples.

"Development” projects a comprehensive framework. Sheer formal structure is insufficient. An insi ght
into the real formative factors of society, with different perspectives, must be considered as well.

"Family" represents a meeting point between individual and society. It is also a culminating point
in the process of human growth. With its multifarious forms, manifestations and perspectives, family
needs consolidation of its correlations with both media and education.

Objectives of the Study: In conducting the present research, the researcher sought multiple

objectives. The most salient are as follows:

1. It seeks to identify the relative roles played by the media and education in the general social
development.

2. It will project the vital role played by media towards the development at the Arab World level.

3. It will touch upon the role of media that reinforces inter-link between home and school.

4. It will identify the relative scope of impact that family members generate towards media resources.

5. It will strive to explore the essential or auxiliary task that education may carry towards
developmental framework.



6. It will uncover the relative extent of family satisfaction with Arab education and its compatibility
to the contemporary innovations and technologies.

7. It will demonstrate the pattern of correlations between media and education. Also, it will show
an identical pattern between a composite of media and education on the one hand and sociology
on the other hand.

Research Questions: The present study strives to address multiple questions. The latter arise
within the context of the performance rendered by media and education on the development of Arab
family. The most decisive are as follows:

1. What is the nature of interaction between activities associated with media and comprehensive social
development? What are the essentials of media used towards the development process?

2. What are the important findings exposed that point to the available literature pertaining to the Arab
media, education and training?

3. Viewed in the framework of educational strides (public and university), can media resources embark
on the role that may assist the process of educational development? What is the nature and the limits
of this role, especially as it relates to the process of continuing education and adult education.?

4. Do the media and education have distinct roles in the development of Arab family and society in
general?

5. Are Arab educational curricula compatible to the contemporary innovations and developments? Does
the Arab family encounter any dilemma in adjusting to this compatibility?

Research Methodology: The present researcher has employed a descriptive - analytical

approach. He has used questionnaire as a research tool. The questionnaire contained 58 questions.
Most dealt with media resources and education. Four variables were identified ___ sex, age,

educational level and profession. The research has also relied on personal interviews.

Research Findings: The present study has yielded many findings. The most salient are as
under:

A. On Media:

1. A dominant majority of the persons researched (97.8%) watch satellite televisions. Most of
such people prefer Arab channels.

2. All the persons researched believe that satellite T.V. channels contribute positively to the
information on family development.

3. Woman, per se, receives ordinary impact from satellite channels that concerns her areas of
interest.

4. A dominant majority of the persons researched (82.2%) support the continuity of T.V. programs
in order to change family behaviour and perspectives.

5. A dominant group of the persons researched (87.8%) watch educational and scientific programs
transmitted by the Arab satellite channels.



6. A dominant section of the persons researched express their satisfaction with broadcasts on
social, educational, economic, religious, cultural, political, artistic and sport programs. They
concur on the development impact generated through such programs.

7. The persons researched pay ample attention on the reading of newspapers — local and Arab.
Also, they concur that press exercises profound impact on their development.

8. Asizable number of persons researched (70.2%) subscribe to the Internet network. They confess

the development impact stemming through this Network convering different areas.

B. On Education:

1. All the persons researched (100%) agree on the need of Arab education as factor leading to
improvement and development.

2. All the persons researched concur on the policy development of continuing education and its
promotion.

3. The persons researched support the construction of information network on educational systems
___Arab and international. Also, they support the idea of vocational education. Further, they
advocate the eradication of illiteracy. Moreover, they show keeness on learning Arabic language
and Islamic education. In addition, they stress the importance of establishing specialized research
centers. Finally, they emphasize the need of statistical data on the residents as prelude to the
preparation of education plans.

4.Total consensus exists among the persons researched on the positive impact of education towards
the development of family economy as well as learning household skills.
5. The person researched supported both stronger and weaker link between education and
development. They also expressed the impact of this link on the family development. Finally,
they observed this impact ___ positive and negative ___ on various spheres of human life.
The present research, as a whole, comprises into various segments ___ Introduction, Preface,
four Parts and Conclusion. The Conclusion records some recommendations and suggestions.
The Introduction presents a general overview of the present study. Preface incorporates the
methodological framework of this study.

Part One is further divided into three Chapters. All in all, it sheds light on media, its important
functions and creative social role.

Part Two, divisible into five Chapters, expounds on education and its function towards the
development of an Arab family.

Part Three, comprising five Chapters, presents discussions on "Family and Society: Horizons
of Unity and Integration".

Part Four, containing two Chapters, represents field study. Included in this Part is discussion on
study data, their analyses and final findings.

The Conclusion records a summation of salient recommendations and constructive suggestions.
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