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Study Abstract
Study Title: "Evaluating the content of the improved science courses in the
elementary stage in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the light of the requirements

of Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study(TIMSS,2011)"

This study aimed to find out how the requirements of Trends in International
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS,2011) are considered in the content of the
improved science courses in the elementary stage in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The researcher reviewed related literature, researches and the theoretical
background of the (TIMSS,2011). Then, he ended up with a list of the requirements
of (TIMSS,2011) which must be covered in the content of the books of science in
the elementary stage. In the light of this list, a content analysis card was
constructed to analyze the content of the improved science books in the
elementary stage; classes 1-4. There are 16 books; 8 pupil's books and 8 activity
books.

The descriptive approach was used in this study in the form of content
analysis. A content analysis card was used — after verifying validity and reliability —
as an instrument for collecting necessary data to answer the questions of the
study.

For the purpose of statistical analysis, the following were used:
- Holsti equation to verify the reliability of the instrument.
- Frequencies and average.

The study ended up with the following results:

1- A list of the requirements of (TIMSS,2011) which must be covered in the
content of science books in the elementary stage.

2- The content of the improved science books in the elementary stage does not
fulfill the requirements of the domain of subjects, as it gets an average of
2.72. Also, it does not give enough focus to the requirements of the domain
of cognitive processes, as it gets an average of 3.22.

3- In all books, the requirements of human health, creating solutions, analyzing
and interpreting data are not presented in the appropriate and enough
manner.

4- In all books, the requirements of the cognitive domain are achieved in a high
degree (3.56).

5- The requirements of scientific inquiry are achieved, in general, in a high
degree (3.45).

The researcher, in the light of the results of his study, recommends the
following:

1- The improved books of science in the elementary stage to be reviewed in
order to involve the requirements of the domain of subjects and the domain
of cognitive processes in accordance with the requirements of (TIMSS,2011).

2- Reviewing the content of the science books regularly and improving them in
accordance with global trends and scientific recents.
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