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Abstract

This study aims to identify the degree to which the reading and comprehension
textbooks of the higher elementary school include development criteria through
designing a list of development criteria. The researcher relied on a sample
from the higher elementary grades (seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth) in both

streams using the descriptive method.

The researcher then designed two tools for the study; the first tool implied a list
of development criteria, while the second one included a form for analyzing the
content of the textbooks in accordance with the afore-mentioned criteria. The
researcher used Holsti's formula to assess the validity in terms of individuals
and time, and relied on frequencies and percentages as statistical processing

tools to identify the degree to which the textbooks contained such criteria.

The most significant results of the research were as follows:

1- The content of the tenth grade textbook is the one which least includes
criteria for development in comparison with textbooks of the other grades.

2—- The content, which includes prevention instructions, had received very little

emphasis in spite of its significance.

-



The most significant recommendations:

1- The lessons should be integrated in a balanced manner in the textbooks to
sound consistent with the development criteria in each higher elementary
grade. Repetition lacking conciseness and preciseness should be avoided and
more attention has to be paid to the genre of learning subjects.

2—- The economic and environmental aspect should be enhanced for the
learners, as this has great effect on creating an advanced community which
can be in par with the other advanced communities.

3- The rights aspect, especially women's rights, should receive more focus in
accordance with the Islamic perspective.

4- Some lessons, which share the same contents or lack any reference to

values, should be replaced.

The researcher proposed the following:

1- A study should be conducted to enrich the Arabic language textbook of the
higher elementary grades.
2— The list of development criteria should be further incorporated into the

school textbooks in other streams.
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