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Abstract

This study covers the women civilized role in Holy Makkah during Ayubite and Mameluke
ages (569-923AH — " 1173-1517AD"). However, despite the political difference of this period, the
social conditions remained in most cases the same and did not change. The study aims at shedding light
on the civilized role and distinctive status given to woman in Makkah during the above two ages. The
female researcher has used in this study the historical method which was founded on the collection of
data from its various sources, followed by its due analysis and presentation. During the study, the
researcher has remarked the divergence among the various social strata of Makkah women community,
such as the stratum of the women of the nobles (Shareef), the stratum of women of Quraish Tribe, the
stratum of women of religious leaders, the stratum of women who decided to live permanently near the
Holy Mosque till they die, the stratum of women of the common and finally the stratum of the female
slaves (concubines). But, despite the fact that the Makkan community was made up of diversified
strata, this did not affect its distinctive social coherence which was rarely found in any other similar
community. In fact, the Makkan woman has performed the task entrusted to her, such as caring for her
family and husband as well as up-bringing of her children. Furthermore, the Makkan community has
witnessed a great degree of evolution in its social conditions, such as marriage ceremonies that were
characterized by simplicity during Ayubite age. However, during second Mameluke age the case was
quite reversal as  such ceremonies were surrounded by a great degree of grandeur, luxury and
extravagance, including the lightening of numerous torches and, throwing of various nutritious and
multi-courses banquets. This was unfortunately accompanied by the spending of huge sum on parties,
paying generously to female singers, women head combers and giving brides and bridegrooms
invaluable cash or in-kind presents. Like other women, the Makkan woman lived a normal life, married
men legally and accepted divorce by men due to many reasons, including, among other things, the
tendency of men for polygamy and taking as concubines female slaves under there control. More
importantly, there were many social norms, rituals and traditions confined to certain women of Makkan
families, such Bani Zaheerah family, whose dead women were used to be brought at a particular place
near the Black Stone where the funeral prayer was performed on them. Additionally, after burial, some
people recited verses from the Holy Qur'an at Holy Mosque; and this process was termed locally
(Raba), but there were certain negative social un-Islamic traditions that unfortunately prevailed in the
said era. However, one notices that the Makkan woman had given an exaggerated concern to the
meticulous selection of her clothes, from the various types of clothing materials those were especially
brought for her from the different corners of the world, particularly from India, China and South East
Asian Region. Thus, women, especially those belonging to extravagant wealthy strata, wore beautifully
ornamented and finely woven silk and cotton clothes. Additionally, the Makkah woman focused on
beauty and used highly flagrant and excellent perfumes which were taken as an example for the age, as
this matter had drawn attention of the famous Arab traveler Ibn Batouta. Furthermore, the Makkah
woman has played a significant civilized role in projecting her abilities in the preparation of verified
nutritious , delicious and multi- course meals as well unique pastries and confectionaries as well as
special Makkan soft drinks and juice which were ceremonially served at happy private and public
occasions. During the Ayubite and Mameluke ages, the role of the Makkan woman was not confined
only to her care with herself and family, but also to serving knowledge and education. In fact, she
learned seriously and became educated conveyed what she learned to her female fellows, became
prominent in Hadith science, competed with man till she reached a higher degree in Hadith science.
Moreover, she received religious teaching titles such as a source Shaikha (female of Shaikh).and
traveled abroad for the attainment of knowledge and was hence awarded lgaza (religious degree
equivalent to Masters), became qualified and awarded such qualifications to other females. Likewise,
the Makkah woman made great contribution in charitable works such as construction of
accommodation (RIBAT), providing sustenance to the poor and digging of wells and making available
endowment and giving out of charities. Furthermore, she practiced certain professions such as trade,
selling of inconse, perfumes and coffee. Finally, she assumed some administrative jobs such as
supervisors of endowment and head of public service. To sum up, she played a substantial positive role
in the public life and was not a valueless individual or a burden on society.

Signed by : Supervisor Signed by Head Department
Prof. Dr. Abdullah Ageel Angawi Dr. Omar Yahya Ahmad
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Woman in Makkah and her civilized Role during the Ayoubi and
Mamluki Ages

(569- 923H/ 1173- 1517 AD)

This study aims at demonstrating the civilized role played by the
Makkan woman during the Ayoubi and the Mamluki Ages (569-923H
/1173-1517AD). The study has been chosen due to the importance of
woman in the Islamic society in all ages as general and in Makkah in
particular and for the reason of non-integral study on woman at that time.
Islamic historical writers have over looked the role of woman in public life
and had it ever been mentioned, it would have only been limited to
biographies books here and there and the Arabic Islamic Library is lacking a
comprehensive and sufficient study on woman during the above mentioned
period.

Therefore, | dealt with this subject by studying and analyzing woman life in
Makkah to discover a very important aspect in our Islamic heritage and to
explain the civilized role played by Makkan woman.

The subject of the study consists of a literature review, introduction, three
chapters and a conclusion.

The literature review is on the definition of the subject, its significance, the
previous studies on it , the most important problems faced by the researcher
and the most important references consulted. However, the introduction is
on the great status of woman in Islam and the sublime social status she
enjoyed which is contrary to her status in pre-Islamic era.

The first chapter discusses the general positions of Makkan woman during
the Ayoubi and the Mamluki Ages. It deals with the social classes of woman
in Makkah. The first class consists of Shariefs' women, the class of Quraish
women comes next, then the class of scholastic families which live in
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Makkah at that time such as Al Tabari family, Banu Zahira family, Banu
Fahd family, Al Fasi family, Al Qastalani family, Al Nuwairi family, Al
Murshidi family and others. This class is followed by families of neighbors
of the Grand Mosque, then it is followed by the class of the mob and the
lowest class is that of slaves.

Second: the researcher discusses the role of woman in caring about family
and bringing up kids in a proper way and familiarizing them with learning
since childhood.

Third: The study deals with the social life of woman which represents by
wedding parties, betrothal protocols and marriage contract. It discusses
weddings celebrations which last for many days, the money spent on these
parties, the customs and traditions adopted in each party especially by the
rich class in the Makkan society. There is also a celebration with the
newborn where diverse kinds of food are prepared for these occasions.
Divorce cases are also discussed together with the reasons that led to such
divorce cases. Moreover, death cases are discussed together with the reasons
of death cases, the customs followed and funerals of burial at that time.
Fourth: Clothes of Makkan woman are studied as well as her ornaments by
mentioning the kinds of ornaments and henna used by women at that age.
Fifth: Participation of woman in public and private occasions is also
discussed. Public occasion is like performing Omrah in Rajab and
celebrating the midnight of Shaban, prayer of the fasting month, prayer of
Eid Al Fitr and the occasion of receiving supplies (Mahmal), Eid Al Adha,
the occasion of the beginning of each Higri moon, the attendance of the
Holy Prophet birthday in Rabie Awal every year, the occasion of reception
of the Sharief of Makkah, the coining of a new currency, the reception of Al
Madina Al Munawara Caravan and the assumption of a new post by

someone. However, the private occasions are represented in wedding
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parties, delivery of a newborn, circumcision occasions and the completion of
memorization of the Holy Quran.

The second chapter deals with the scholastic and cultural role of Makkan
woman. It discusses the methods and techniques of teaching a woman and
the sciences in which she took part. The scholastic families and the neighbor
families taught their daughters legal sciences since childhood. Most
important of these legal sciences is the science of Holy Prophet tradition
( Hadith) where there were many female scholars in Hadith at that time.
Second: The researcher dealt with the scholastic journeys as woman traveled
to Madina for the sake of knowledge and to Egypt and Al Sham countries
for the same reason. Makkan woman also obtained many scholastic
certificates from inside and from abroad.

Third: The study discusses the Makkan woman participation in teaching,
compiling of books. The researcher deals with the methods of teaching at
that time which are speech delivering, demonstration, explanation and
debating and she mentions the names of most important female scholars in
Holy tradition science who undertook teaching. She also mentions the books
compiled by Makkan women.

The third chapter: This deals with the social and economic role played by
Makkan woman. The social role is represented in establishing schools,
charitable homes or refurbishing them. Also the Makkan woman was
concerned with water resources by having wells dug and providing
charitable drinking water places. Makkan women also gave out alms and
allocated endowments and other charitable works. However, the economic
role is shown in practicing trade in a society in which trade was essence of
life. They also undertook some administrative jobs like foreseeing and
supervising over endowments. Makkan woman also worked as a gatekeeper

in the Grand Mosque, a servant in hospital, a midwife, a hair dresser, a
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singer in addition to washing dead women at Al Mala graveyard. At that
time there were illegal customs practiced by women like wailing over the
dead. There were also other occupations practiced by women at that time
such as sewing, weaving, handicrafts represented in making mats out of
palm leaves. The researcher concluded this study by mentioning the most
important results.

Although there are many researches conducted in the recent years on the
history of Makkah Al Mukarramah, yet the Makkan woman position is still
unclear as well as her role in public life and her achievements in the early
and intermediate Islamic era. This vagueness of the status of woman in the
Makkan society is due to lack of scientific material and that the historians
have overlooked the civilized role of woman.

The researcher has exerted big effort in tracing the role of woman through
the rare information which she has collected from the few lines written in
some references. In the light of this information, the researcher explained
the role of Makkan woman and came up with the following results:

e The Makkan woman has played a positive role in caring about family,
taking care of husband and bringing up offspring in a proper way
besides managing her domestic affairs and showing great ability in
preparing food in Eids and occasions.

e The Mamluki age witnessed a well off prodigal life and excessive
spending on wedding parties and circumcision occasions and no
economy on spending same as the wedding parties of the Ayoubi age.

e The Makkan woman took part in the special celebrations within her
family as well as she participated in public occasions by attending Eid
prayers in the Grand Mosque and performing Omrah in Rajab and
celebration of the arrival of the Sharief of Makkah from abroad and she

also participated in many other occasions.
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e She played a positive role in the scholastic movement in Makkah, as
there were female scholars in jurisprudence and Prophetic tradition
(Hadith). They practiced teaching, and traveled out to seek knowledge.
They obtained scholastic degrees from Hejaz, Yemen, Egypt, and Al
Sham countries. They granted scholastic degrees for both men and
women.

e The Makkan woman represented by wives of senior people such as
caliphs, kings and princes have contributed in refurbishing charitable
homes in Makkah like schools, charitable lodgings, wells, drinking
water places in addition to endowments. They gave out alms in cash
and kind to relieve the pangs of the poor.

The efforts of the Makkan woman and her civilized role are not only limited
to the above mentioned works, rather, she shared men with some jobs and
crafts. She worked as a foreseer of endowment, a supervisor over some
charitable lodgings and practiced some jobs with which society could not
dispense such as midwife, nurse and vendor. She also sew clothes, made
fans and mats out of palm leaves.

To sum up, the woman in both the Ayoubi and Mamluki age was not living
in the background, however, she played a positive role in public life and she

wasn't ignored or dependent on her society.
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