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: Marriage Rituals In Egypt And Belad El-Sham
(From The Beginning of The Fatimi Until The End of The Momluke ca ..
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Faizah Al-Zoubi
Supervisor Prof.Dr
Yousef Ghawanmeh

Abstract _

This study aimed at revealing the social conditions of women in general and the rites of
marriage in particular from the period (358-922A.11)(969-15174.D) among the various
classes of Muslim society at that time. Women it may he noted enjoyed a high stafus which
wos evidenced by giving her a large dower, passession of hig fortunes by women and
bestowal of varicose titles on women. Woman also had their consideralace share in poultice
life. They played a significant role in political, social, scientific and religious life.

" This study comprises five chapiers. In chapter One I deglt with the customs,
conventions and types of marriage before Islam. Then I dealt with Islamic marriage and the
main stages it passes through from betrothal, dower, marriage contract and the necessity of
announcement of marriage through giving banquet and wedding celebration.

In chapter Two I gave an account of the women's position and political and social role
during the Fatimid and Aiypubad period. Then I tallied about women's care for deferent
rypes of cesmetics and embellishments in terns of dresses, kinds of cloth used in that, jeullry,
kohl containers and other ornaments.

Chapter Three addresses the marriage ceremonics in the Fatimd and Ayynhid eras
such as betrothal, dower, contraction of marriage, Irousseaus, and marriage is celebrated
amid the higher ic. ruling class such as caliphs, sultans, princes and dignitaries in addition
1o the common and middle class, members.

Chapter Four is about the social conditions of women in the Mamlik period and sheds
light on the social life of the palace women including wines, concubines and slave girls over
and the high stetus of women and their political and social roles, cosmelics, new styles of
dress, jeulry and their prices in addition to kol jars, and mirrers and women's visils fo
public baths which were viewed as the beauty salons of that time foday. Another point
discussed in this chapter in the criteria and standards of beauty i.e the conditions that should
be fulfilled in a woman to quality as a beauty of ifnal.

Chapier Five deals with marriage ceremanies and rituals during the Mamluk period
among the higher class and common people, betrothal, dower, contraction of marriage, the
(roussean and main parts thereof. Then it describes the aspecis of celebrating the bridegroom
through giving banquets and the wedding couple's embellishment and wedding ceremony, the
places earmarked for the celebration. Then comes an account of the singers' tax which is a
sum of money fixed o be yearly paid by male and female singers to the government in refurn
Jfor giving then a licence fo praclise this profession then mentioned some atiempts which
were made more then once fo cancel this fax.

On the whole, women enjoyed a high status in society and played a significant role in
social, political and academic life during this era. The ceremonics of marriage, betrothal,
contraction of marriage and celebration aof the bridegroon among the higher class did not
differ from those of the common people. The difference lay only in extravagance, wastage and
high costs and dowers, lengthiness of the dower speech, the cosi of the trousseat and the
exaggerated wedding celebrations among the higher or ruling class, which shows the large
wealth they possessed. This in turn was reflected on social life in general and on marriage
ceremonies and rituals in particular. '
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