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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the geographical distribution of the tunnels in
southern Gaza and ways of digging such tunnels in the bordering area. Also, the
study identifies the characteristics of nature and people of the region of tunnels
and the effects of such tunnels from political and economic perspective. The
study tackles the tunnels on the bordering area in Rafah which lies on the south-
west of Palestine, and south of the Gaza Strip. Rafah city also has borders with
Egypt stretching from the Mediterranean on the west and the armistice line on the
east. The study includes five chapters in addition to appendices. The first chapter
studies the features of nature and people of Rafah governorate through an insight
into the history of tunnels in the world generally and the tunnels of the Gaza Strip
including the location, climate, weather, population, features of the city, and the
activities. The second chapter discusses the economic, political and social
circumstances and their effects on digging tunnels. The third chapter of this study
deals with the geographical location of the tunnels and the way of digging them,
as well as their cost. Also, the chapter covers the issue of laborers working in
these tunnels and the goods smuggled through the tunnels and the capital needed
for such a process. This issue was supported by economic statistics. The fourth
chapter tackles the Palestinian, Arab and international political positions towards
tunnels.

The study has used several methods to get data to support the former
scientifically. Such methods include questionnaires, interviews, maps, photos,
charts, and statistics so as to give the study a scientific value.

The study has found out the main cause of digging these tunnels is the
political and economic situations experienced by the Palestinian of the Gaza
Strip. The study also touches upon dangers that the workers in these tunnels face.
This means that this study deals with the pros and cons of the tunnels.

This study recommends to examine the border area due to its political
sigificane locally and regionally, beasides establishing a free trade zone or use
sea transport or have a trade crossing in the border area.
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